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A Message from the President

On this last day of my term as President of Temple Israel, and near conclusion
of 49 years of Temple membership, | have the honor of praising two wonderful
members of Jewish clergy who have given many years of spiritual leadership
to Temple.

Before | get to that, | need to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of

those who put together this wonderful event — Jodi Siegel, Jesse Siegel and

Bryn Biren are co-chairs of the Gala Committee and Claire Guttsman, Journal
Chair with the Journal Committee, Ann Targownik and Bryn Biren. It was a tremendous effort for
an outstanding result.

We met Cantor Bernstein about 36 years ago. She had come to Temple as a friend of Rabbi Katz,
as Jan Meyel, our Cantorial soloist, was recuperating from surgery. Jan had thought he would be
able to be part of our daughter Renee’s Bat Mitzvah, but at the last minute he had to recognize
he was not up to it. We tried to get Cantor Bernstein to cover, but she had left for a long weekend
trip and since cell phones were not a reality yet, did not get the message until her return.




A Message from the President

But soon she became Temple Israel’s official Cantor and got to work to really make music here.
In short order, the paid choir was replaced with volunteer adults, and children were recruited
into the junior and youth choirs. Music filled our services as never before. Eventually, our paths
diverged and we tried to fill her legacy with other Cantors and student Cantors, but although
talented as they were, they never quite filled the footprints Cantor had left. A few years ago,
Rabbi Howald worked his magic and Cantor has been back, and our services have never sounded
better. We are grateful that Cantor has consented to help cover our transition year.

And speaking of Rabbi Howald and magic, | do not use that word lightly. From his first interview,
his warmth and people skills shone like a beacon — a challenging thing to convey on an old-
fashioned conference call.

In the intervening 16 years, that search committee’s determination that Rabbi Howald was a
great fit for Temple Israel has been redeemed. As | have mentioned, Rabbi’s eulogies can make
mourners wonder if he had been a long-time secret friend. Rabbi has integrated himself into the
social action fabric of Staten Island, and when a social action event is publicized, you usually will
see Rabbi there.




A Message from the President

Rabbi has built a spiritual presence at Temple. He melds the words in Mishkan T’Filah each week,
enriching the service and presenting thoughtful and challenging sermons. He has conducted
many weddings of Temple members and their children, each tailored perfectly to bride and
groom. Baby namings are shared with the congregation, and B’nei Mitzvah and Confirmations
display the growing Jewish knowledge in our children.

It is a bit daunting to think that the hundreds of books in the Rabbi’s study will soon be moved to

Bay Street, and that a different voice will be answering the family line. But Rabbi can be assured
that his presence and legacy at Temple Israel will remain strong. Sixteen years may seem a long
time, but too short for us at Temple Israel. We wish you a wonderful retirement.

Jerrold Gross, President




HONOREES’
MESSAQES




MESSAGE from RABBI HOWALD

The ancient Jewish text, Pirkei Avot
records this teaching regarding age:

“A fifty-year-old can offer counsel;
a sixty-year-old attains wisdom;

a seventy-year-old attains ripe old age.” (5:25)

Since this Gala occurs in 2026, the same calendar year | will turn 70, | am flattered by

the first two milestones mentioned in this saying and more than a little peeved at the

third. To my mind, 70 doesn’t seem that old at all and certainly not “ripe”! Still, this year
is certainly a milestone in my life and the life of this congregation as Temple Israel
makes the transition to new spiritual leadership.

| approach this moment with a deep sense of gratitude for the opportunity to serve and
lead that this congregation has provided me over the past 16 years and, of course, with
an equally strong sense of excitement about the possibilities the future may hold for my
family and me in retirement.




MESSAGE from RABBI HOWALD

My sense of gratitude to my family for allowing me to make this journey and to come
along for the ride is also immense. Robin, Brian, Kevin, | couldn’t have done this without
your support. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Yvonne, Sophia, Jane and Allen, I’'m
looking forward to where the journey takes us from here. May we be blessed as we
take the journey ahead together.

This Gala, of course, is not a retirement party. Nor is it a goodbye since both Cantor
and | will continue in our roles through the month of June. This Gala, in other words,
is not about us but about the congregation that has made the meaning and meetings
we have shared over these past years possible. Over the 78 years of its existence,
Temple Israel has benefitted from the counsel and wisdom of many beloved clergy.
Cantor Bernstein and | inherited that legacy when we, in turn, took our place in the
history of this congregation.

Now we, in our time, help transfer that inheritance to our worthy successors who will

sustain this community in the years ahead. | take great comfort in being part of that
chain of tradition and transmission.




MESSAGE from RABBI HOWALD

In this message in prior years, | have thanked our honorees and the contributors to this
Journal who have shown their commitment to keeping Reform Judaism alive on Staten
Island. This year | am even more touched by the many people who have placed messag-
es in the Journal with words of appreciation and respect for both of us. The memories
we have shared, in moments of both heartbreak and joy, are precious to me and this
Journal speaks to the connection we will always share. My retirement may change the
nature of our relationship, but it will never erase the moments we have shared or the
bonds that tie us together. In that spirit, may our Gala this year be filled with warmth,
reflection, and joy!

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam,
shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Source of all Creation—You have allowed us to reach this milestone,

sustained us through the years, and brought us to this moment of new beginnings.

Rabbi Michael D. Howald
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MESSAGE from CANTOR BERNSTEIN

Thomas Wolfe wrote, "You can't go home again."

Too bad he didn't have Rabbi Howald in his life. After | left Temple Israel
in 2006, returning was not on my bucket list. But from the very beginning
of Michael Howald's distinguished tenure as Temple Israel's rabbi, he
reached out to me and cultivated a collegial relationship, which led to
trust and to friendship. He was genuinely interested to learn about the
congregation and my experiences with you. We would meet for coffee

or lunch from time to time. | could see right away that Temple Israel had
found a rare jewel, a rabbi who is both brilliant and kind, a real mensch.

Over the years, Rabbi Howald invited me occasionally to sit on the
beit din (the 3-person review panel) for conversion candidates, which

| felt was a great honor. A few times when the congregation's student
cantor couldn't make a service, he invited me to sub. When | came up
to "the cantor's side" of the bimah for those services, | admit that | felt
strange - Temple Israel didn't feel like home to me.




MESSAGE from CANTOR BERNSTEIN

By the time he called me to say the congregation was having trouble
finding a student cantor for the year, | thought of Rabbi Howald as a
colleague, a mentor and a friend. | knew that creating a clergy partner-
ship with him would be a joy. His caring, loving-kindness, his hesed,
enabled me to return "home" to Temple Israel, to rekindle old friend-
ships, make new friends, and have the kind of comeback that is pretty
rare in any profession, let alone as a cantor of a certain age.

That reminds me of a joke - ask me to tell it to you at the Gala when
we will honor this wonderful mensch, Rabbi Michael Howald.

| wish him and his equally brilliant and amazing partner, Robin, all the
best as they enter the next chapter of their lives together. May they go

from strength to strength!

Cantor Suzanne Bernstein
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SPONSOR

Thank you for sixteen years of laughing, learning, celebrating, and grieving together.
Thank you for your support, your wisdom, and your partnership.
Thank you for giving so generously of your time, your energy, and your
resources to this sacred community - and, most of all, for placing your trust
in a second-career rabbi from California. It has been one of the great
honors and blessings of my life to serve as your rabbi.

Tonight, we also celebrate Cantor Bernstein.

Through her music, her wisdom, and her compassionate spirit, she has helped
guide Temple Israel through moments of joy and sorrow, challenge and triumph.
She has been an extraordinary clergy partner, and our collaboration
over these past five years has been a true capstone to my rabbinate.

May her guitar strings always stay in tune, and her bicycle always run true.

Thanks most of all to my family who made this journey with me.
| will be forever grateful for your support!

Respectfully,
Rabbi Michael Howald




SPONSOR

| feel privilgged to join in honoring and cglgbrating
Rabbi Michagl Hiowald and Cantor Suzanng Bernstein
on thegir upeoming retirgment.

Rabbi Hlowald, your compassion and Igadership
havg bggn inspirational. | am honored to call you a frignd.

Cantor Bernstein, your voieg has brought beauty to our
housg of worship and gnhanced the joy of attgnding services.

Wishing the two of you good health and happingss.

Jay Chazanoff




SPONSOR

With thanks to
Rabbi Howald & Cantor Bernstein
for your outstanding leadership.

Alice Diamond
Caroline & Tim Harrison
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Hey old friends
Here’s to us old friends
Who is like us?

Damn few!

The Straniere Family

Nicholas (1908-1986)
Augusta (1909-1964)
Jennifer (1951-2021)
Philip
Gregory
Amanda
Nicholas
Abigail
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In honor of
Rabbi Michael Howald and

Cantor Suzanne Bernstein

Temple Israel Board of Trustees
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SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE ISRAEL
CONGRATULATES

Rabbi Michael Howald

ON HIS RETIREMENT.
Thank you for being our teacher and spiritual leader.

@
WE ALSO CELEBRATE

Cantor Suzanne Bernstein

for her constant support and generosity.

v
MAZEL TOV AND THANK YOU!
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“Find a teacher for yourself,
and you find a friend.”
~ Pirkei Avot 1:6

In honor of Rabbi Michael Howald
My teacher and friend

Cantor Suzanne Bernstein




Thank you, Rabbi Howald
for your years of dedication
and love to our Temple—
you will be missed.

Cantor Bernstein—
You have graced us with
your gorgeous voice all these years
and we appreciate it so very much.

The Avis Family




Congratulations

Rabbi Michael Howald
and

Cantor Suzanne Bernstein

Murray Berman &

Sherry Diamond




Rabbi Howald,
Your influence has shaped
four generations of our family.
We are truly grateful for your
kindness, leadership and wisdom.
We will miss you!

Cantor Bernstein,
Your spirit and song have meant so much
to us for more than 40 years.

We love both of youl!

Bryn & Richard Biren
Brooke, Genevieve & Freda Lopez
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